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Reflections From the Desk of Lion Victor 

Over the past five months, 

our club has been doing a 

great job serving the com-

munity and successfully 

hosting events that raised 

a substantial amount of 

funds. It's clear that we're 

on track for a good year 

and we should feel proud of what we've achieved together. 

Now, let's shift our focus to view our club more like a business, as our 

long-term survival depends on it. We need to take a closer look at our 

strengths and weaknesses, create a plan, establish a vision, and set 

achievable goals with timelines. To kick off this process, we've sent out 

a survey to all members. Your honest feedback is crucial, so please take 

a moment to complete and return the survey. 

We're adopting a modified version of the LCI’s Global Membership 

Approach (GMA) to guide our efforts. Additionally, we'll form a task 

force or committee within our club to address challenges, implement 

our plan, and set realistic goals. With the talents within our club, we're 

confident in overcoming obstacles and ensuring the ongoing success of 

our club. Together, we'll strengthen our foundation and move towards 

sustained success.  

With that, I would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

Yours in service,       

Victor Martinez, President                 Agents of Change!      
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1 Nov -  Harvest Festival  2023 is all done!!! 

Nine lions, 6 from PV and 3 from SP with lots of trucks took down the Underwood 

Farms Harvest Festival venue in less than 2 hours and returned all equipment to our 

yard.  It was completed in about 4 hours.  Santa Paula’s help was greatly appreciated.  

Afterward we all assembled at Cronies for lunch for a celebratory lunch.  

Lion Kerry is being bathed in a ray of sunshine. 
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DG Rich Visits Arroyo Grande 

DG Rieh is working his way through all 
the clubs and is about half way there.  Be-
low you have a group  photo.  PDG Dave 
Hubbard attended.  

The photo at right shows DG Rich award-
ing a governors pin to a member who has 
brought in nine new members.  Clearly we 
have a lot to aspire to.   
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It looks like many of us missed a nice party in Cambia on the Friday  
before the second District Meeting.  DG Rich was very impressed with 
the party!! 
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4 Nov   MD4-A3 Second District Meeting   2/3 

Including District Governor Rich, 

Pleasant Valley had five lions at the 

second district meeting.  They in-

cluded President Victor, district 

treasurer George, Lloyd and Bill 

Schulze.   

DG Rich thought that this was the 

best meeting that he has been to in a 

long time. It all started with the 

beach party and morphed into a 

great meeting. In particular he liked 

the training sessions and leadership 

activities. We haven’t done much 

training in a while due to Covid so 

it was missing and clearly needed if 

we are to grow and improve our 

district 

PDG Juanita Nichola had a lot of 

roles at the meeting. She discussed 

global membership, which is of pri-

mary concern to LCI and our dis-

trict of course.  Also, she discussed 

new member orientation and later 

introduced PDG Mark Piva who is 

a candidate for International Direc-

tor. Our last International Director 

Howard Hudson from Santa Barba-

ra gave an update on LCIF.   
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4 Nov   MD4-A3 Second District Meeting  3/3 

I didn’t get a photo of Santa Paula Glenda Learn 

from the meeting so I used one from Underwoods 

cleanup.  She attended to discuss Leos and I can’t 

think of a better lion for this topic.  She coordinates 

over 50 Leos at Santa Paula and managed to get 26 

of them to our Harvest Festival. She must be doing 

something right so it was appropriate to share her 

Leo wisdom to the district.   

Bottom left we have Lion Sheryl Taylor from 

Conejo Valley who you may recognize from our 

Halloween party; she changed her hair and outfit 

for the meeting.  Cheryl is our district representa-

tive for  the City of Hope and has been involved with them for 25 yeas.    

The peace poster 
contest was voted on 
but we will have to 
wait so see the win-
ner   because PV has          
entrants.   Tom Berry 
discussed Disaster 
Relief and PDG Mar-
garet Dunleavy han-
dled the service pro-
ject, SLO Food Bank.     
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The first three screenings in November were all for Ocean View 
school district. The first was at Mar Vista and the good news is 
that Lloyd did not offer one kid a doggy or kitty treat to keep 
them in line. .  

Next up was Ocean View JHS and it took till 12:30 because the 
kids came from gym class. We had the honor of our DG taking a 
few hours off from his district duties to join us lowly lions.  

We had four lions at Briggs and  
Olive Lands (Bill, Russ, Jan and 
BobT). We completed both schools 
in 2 1/2 hours with 231 screenings  
- broke a speed record!! Russ, 
Lloyd and Bill completed Ocean 
View district with 250 screenings 
in time for two of them to join us at 
the Camarillo PD BBQ.  

DG Rich with Russ and Tom made it to another screening in Oak 
Park.  They are shown with nurse Allie and Jennie.  The biggest 
school, Medea Creek is next in line. Medea Creek, bottom right 

took four lions till 2:30pm to screen 384 kids.                 
2329 Screenings this year! 

Eye Screening  2023 

EYE SCREENING SCHEDULE FOR 2023-2024 

# DATE SCHOOL CITY SCREENED Total  CREW 

1 28-Sep-23 Oak Hills Elem. Oak Park 263 263 Russ, Tom, BobT 

2 2-Oct-23 Brookside Elem.  Oak Park 240 503 Russ, Tom, BobL  

3 30-Oct-23 Oak Park H.S. Oak Park 104 607 Russ, Tom, BobT 

4 1-Nov-23 Laguna Vista Elem Oxnard 157 764 Russ, Lloyd, BillS 

5 2-Nov-23 Mar Vista Elem Oxnard 230 994 Russ, Lloyd, BobT 

6 6-Nov-23 Ocean View J.H. Oxnard 204  1198  Russ, Rich, BobT  

7 7-Nov-23 Olive Land Santa Paula  107  1215 Russ, BobT, Bill, Jan 

8 7-Nov-23 Briggs Santa Paula  124  1429 Russ, BobT, Bill, Jan 

9 8-Nov-23 Tierra Vista Elem.  Oxnard  250  1679 Russ, Lloyd, BillS 

10 9-Nov-23 Red Oak Elem.  Oak Park  266  1945 Russ, Tom, Rich   

11 14-Nov-23 Medea Creek M.S.  Oak Park  384  2329 BobT, BobL, Bill, Tom 
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Funnies from Lloyd 
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8 Nov   -  BBQ for Camarillo Police Dept.   1/3 

Lion  Bob Larson coor-

dinated with the Cama-

rillo PD to organize an 

appreciation day for the 

Camarillo Police for all 

they do to keep our city 

safe.   

We had a lunch of tri-tip, 

chicken, beans, salad 

and garlic bread for 

about 45 sheriffs and 

staff.  We left a lot of 

food for the late shift. Lions Mike, Kerry and Chet 

bought all the fixins.  As you can see we had a lot 

of help cooking and serving including Chet, Kerry, 

Victor, Jan, BobL, BobT and MikeM.  

The Shadow brought a friend to watch over the 

event.   
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8 Nov   -  BBQ for Camarillo Police Dept.   2/3 

Lion Chet had a training session on how to make garlic bread and Pres. Victor was the train-
ee for the day with five lion observers/instructors.  Lion Kerry documented the session so I 
had to give Victor his own page for posterity.   

                                     Victor is now fully certified on garlic bread!! 
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8 Nov   -  BBQ for Camarillo Police Dept.   3/3 

Lions Chet and Kerry cooked the tri=tip and chicken to perfection.  Jan made the    

salad, Victor and Bob L. made the bread and the Bulletin made the chili. Lion Mike M. 

helped serve and clean up with the rest of us.  

Lions Lloyd and Russ finished up eye screening in Oxnard and stopped by for a bowl 

of chili.  By the time 

they got there we had 

already wrapped up all 

the leftovers and given 

them to the PD for the 

later shift so only chili 

remained. Lion John K. 

stopped by and he even 

had a bowl of chili.   

Chief Eric Tennessen 

took the photo below.   

The sheriffs were very 

appreciative.   
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Special Days of Remembrance 

9 Nov - Berlin Wall Falls 

“Today is a historic day in many ways: On This Day 1989, Berlin Wall fell, 

marking the beginning of a new era for Germany, Europe & the world; paving 

the way for German reunification. We celebrate this happy day in our history & 

remember those who lost their lives. during division.”  Christina Beinhoff  

10 Nov  - Marine Corps Birthday 

The United States Marine Corps Birthday is an American holiday celebrated every year on 
10 November with a traditional ball and cake-cutting ceremony. On that day in 1775, the 
Continental Marines were established.  

On November 10, 2023, U.S. Marines around the globe will celebrate 248 years of success 
on the battlefield and reaffirm their commitment to our Corps' proud legacy of honor,    
courage and commitment. This year, the Commandant of the Marine Corps, Gen. Eric M. 
Smith and Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps Carlos A. Ruiz remind us all that Marines 
are professional warfighters who have earned their reputation of discipline and lethality in 
the crucible of combat.  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/OnThisDay?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/BerlinWall?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/GermanAmbSWE
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/marines
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11Nov  - Veterans Day 

In 1921, an unknown World War I American soldier was buried in Arlington National Cem-

etery. This site, on a hillside overlooking the Potomac River and the city of Washington, 

D.C., became the focal point of reverence for America’s veterans. 

Similar ceremonies occurred earlier in England and France, where an unknown soldier was 

buried in each nation’s highest place of honor (in England, Westminster Abbey; in France, 

the Arc de Triomphe). These memorial gestures all took place on November 11, giving uni-

versal recognition to the celebrated ending of World War I fighting at 11 a.m., 

November 11, 1918 (the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month). The day became 

known as “Armistice Day.” 

Armistice Day officially received its name in America in 1926 through a Congressional res-

olution. It became a national holiday 12 years later by similar Congressional action. If the 

idealistic hope had been realized that World War I was “the War to end all wars,” 

November 11 might still be called Armistice Day. But only a few years after the holiday was 

proclaimed, war broke out in Europe. Sixteen and one-half million Americans took part. 

Four hundred seven thousand of them died in service, more than 292,000 in battle. 

Armistice Day Changed To Honor All Veterans. 

The first celebration using the term Veterans Day occurred in Birmingham, Alabama, in 

1947. Raymond Weeks, a World War II veteran, organized "National Veterans Day," which 

included a parade and other festivities, to honor all veterans. The event was held on Novem-

ber 11, then designated Armistice Day. Later, U.S. Representative Edward Rees of Kansas 

proposed a bill that would change Armistice Day to Veterans Day. In 1954, Congress passed 

the bill that President Eisenhower signed proclaiming November 11 as Veterans Day.  

On Memorial Day 1958, two more unidentified American war dead were brought from 

overseas and interred in the plaza beside the unknown soldier of World War I. One was 

killed in World War II, the other in the Korean War. In 1984, an unknown serviceman from 

the Vietnam War was placed alongside the others. The remains from Vietnam were exhumed 

May 14, 1998, identi-

fied as Air Force 1st 

Lt. Michael Joseph 

Blassie, and removed 

for burial. To honor 

these men, symbolic of 

all Americans who 

gave their lives in all 

wars, an Army honor 

guard, the 3rd U.S. In-

fantry (The Old 

Guard), keeps day and 

night vigil 
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14 Nov  - Regular Meeting  1/4 

Meeting 

The meeting started out on a somber note when Pres. Victor asked for a moment of silent 

prayer for Lion Ken Anderson.   Lion Ken was a long time and extremely valuable member 

of Lions and our community and he will be missed.  There will be a memorial service for 

Past President Ken on 2 Dec at Conejo Valley followed by lunch cooked by PV Lions.     

Although several of our members attended a 

DG visitation in Castaic we still had a reasona-

bly sized crowd at the meeting.  Conejo Valley 

Lions had an official visit and managed to find 

Lion Hillary’s camera lens.  They all should 

look familiar from Underwoods where they 

were a great help.  Also, the lady lions at the 

ends attended our Charter night Halloween 

party.   

Dinner 

We had lots of left over tri-tip rolls 

from the Harvest Festival so Lion 

Chet decided to fill them with 

pulled port for our dinner.  Chet’s 

cooking crew included lions 

Bruce, Jan and Kerry and Anthony.   

Desert was pumpkin pie with lots 

of whipped cream. 



TALES FROM THE LIONS DEN 

 15 

14 Nov  - Regular Meeting  2/4 

Guest Speaker:   

Laurie Samaan 

GIGI’s Playhouse. 

Our Mission and Purpose: 

To change the way the world 

views Down syndrome and to 

send a global message of ac-

ceptance for all. 

Our Vision: 

To see a world where in-

dividuals with Down 

syndrome are accepted 

and embraced in their 

families, schools, and 

communities. 

Our Niche: 

We change lives through 

the consistent delivery of free educational, therapeutic-based, 

and career development programs for individuals with Down 

syndrome, their families, and the community, through a replicable playhouse model. 

Our Promise: 

A lifetime commitment to families. 

With over 57+ brick-and-mortar locations across the United States and Mexico and 200 in-

quiries to start new locations all over the world, GiGi’s Playhouse is the ONLY network of 

Down Syndrome Achievement Centers. Every day, we provide FREE, life-changing thera-

peutic, educational, and career training programs for 30,000+ individuals of all ages.   

Laurie Samaan was a terrific 

speaker who engaged the 

crowd and educated us all on 

children with Down syndrome 

who can and do grow into pro-

ductive members of our         

society.   

Gigi’s Playhouse provides     

opportunities to help children 

and their families and it          

deserves our support.  
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14 Nov  - Regular Meeting 3/4 

Peace Poster Contest  

Lion Dan Goldberg took the reigns of our peace poster contest and had 5 drawings that were 

presented at the meeting.  All five are shown on the following page.  This was the first peace 

poster contest we’ve entered for a while.  Pres. Victor thanked him for his effort.  

The winner is shown directly below.  I showed these to my artist wife and she agreed with 

our selection for a variety of reasons that are beyond my engineer’s brain.  Daniel submitted 

the drawing to the district on the last day possible for consideration.   

Neither Hillary nor I got a photo of Lion Victor putting some cash in the tail twister box 

thanking Lion Dan for his effort but it definitely happened; thanks Victor and Dan!  

Oxnard Fire Dept/Red Cross. Smoke Alarms 

Lion Dick Bellman wears two Red Shirts, 
one for Lions and one for the Red Cross.  
He was on stage to encourage us to help   
install some of the 3000 smoke alarms by 
February in Oxnard homes of community 
members in need.   

Installation will require several 3 person  
teams and training will be provided.  I know 
that you all understand how to install a 
smoke alarm but we will get educated on the 
best locations and the proper way of inter-
acting with the community members.   We 
will need to volunteer with the Red Cross 
for insurance reasons and Lion Dick will 
help in that process.  

   Contact Lion Dick if you can help.   
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14 Nov  - Regular Meeting  4/4 

Upcoming Events 

Lion Tom Berman invited us to participate in 
the Magic Yarn Project that they are sponsor-
ing.  There are 3 spots open and one was    
immediately filled by Lion Jan.   

Lion Dick thanked Lion Cheryl Taylor from 
Conejo for her work with the City of Hope. 
She has been doing this for 25 years and is 
now the district rep for the City of Hope.   

Lion Bob Larson invited all veterans and other 
lions to attend our check donation to the     
Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program   
in two days at the memorial by City Hall.     
Lion Victor invited all to the Walk for Diabe-
tes this Saturday. 

Tail Twisting 

Lion Joe tossed in some cash for Gigi’s Play-
house.  Lion Dick asked all who partook in  
refreshments sans ticket since nobody sold 
them.  He got about a dozen donations.  Lion Bob tossed in a few times for our Trunk or 
Treat participation, completion of eye screening thanking all who participated, particularly 
Lion Russ who coordinated the effort and for a “free” drink.  Lion George  paid up for miss-
ing Charter Night although he didn’t miss it that much because he was enjoying himself 
elsewhere. Lion Dick visited an Oregon Lions club that only had a few members and tossed 
in cash recognizing our great club.   

Bruce is leading us to the Pumpkin Pie with whipped cream.    
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Peace Poster Contest Entries  2023     “Dare to Dream” 

Winner 
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Oxnard FD/Red Cross - Free Smoke Alarm Installation Opportunity 



TALES FROM THE LIONS DEN 

 20 

14 Nov  - Visitation to Castaic and LA Mid-Valley Lions   

On 14 November, DG Rich Cervantes made his official 
visitation to the combined CASTAIC-SANTA CLARITA 
and MID-VALLEY Lions Clubs.  Accompanying him were 
Lions 1st Vice District Governor Jason Laird, Pleasant Val-
ley Lions Bill Schulze, Richard Baker, and Lloyd Christie, 
and Ambers Light Lions Zone 6 Chair Mary Ann Novak 
and Kim Dallape.   

The meeting was held in a “barn” resembling an aircraft 
hangar in which the finishing touches were being applied 
to their Christmas float by a BLIND Lion. This float is 
dispatched to various locations during the season and also 
functions as a depository for non-perishable food items 
which are distributed to the needy.  The Castaic-
Santa Clarita Lions were chartered in 1954 and 
have 22 current members coming from the Castaic, 
Santa Clarita, Saugus, and Valencia areas.   Other 
than the float, this club sponsors a Thanksgiving 
dinner at the Senior Center, a Spartan Race, and a 
Golf Tournament.   They make considerable use of 
the Boy Scouts, much as we do the Leo 
Clubs.  They also do Spot Vision testing. 

The Mid-Valley Lions Club was chartered in 2007 
and currently has 17 members coming from the 
Reseda, Northridge, and West Hills areas. 

DG Rich gave his usual upbeat presentation and 
pointed out that District 4A3 now represents 4 
county areas; Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Luis 
Obispo, and part of Los Angeles county. He 
stressed the fact that he works for the club members 
and membership does not work for him, and he is availa-
ble, along with the other District officers to help the 
clubs with any problems.  The Big Red One should be 
proud to have Lion Rich representing us, and I would 
like to point out that it is customary for the audience to 
stand when the District Governor is introduced and I 
hope his home club could show him this respect when he 
makes his official 
visitation — hint. 

The meal was de-
licious, and the 
Lions were 
friendly, as ex-
pected.  We have 
added some good 
clubs to our dis-
trict.     

     Lion Lloyd 
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16 Nov  - Marine Corps Reserve  - Toys for Tots  

Camarillo-Somis Pleasant Valley Lions donat-

ed $500 to the Marine Corps Reserve Toys 

for Tots program.  Four Lions including Bob 

Larson, Jack Eberts, Don Mingay and Bob Tay-

lor showed up at the Veterans Memorial at City 

Hall to give the check to Local Toys for Tots 

Campaign Coordinator Jenn Lemonnier.  

The Acorn even showed up to take a photo.  

MISSION: The mission of Marine Toys for Tots Foun-
dation is to assist the U. S. Marine Corps in providing a 
tangible sign of hope to economically disadvantaged 
children at Christmas.  This assistance includes sup-
porting the U. S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots 
Program by raising funds to provide toys to supple-
ment the collections of local Toys for Tots campaigns, 
to provide promotional and support material and defray 
the costs of conducting annual Toys for Tots cam-
paigns.  Other Foundation support includes providing 
administrative, advisory, financial, logistic and promo-
tional support to local Toys for Tots Coordinators; 
managing funds raised and monies donated based on 
the use of Toys for Tots name or logo; providing other 
support the Marine Corps, as a federal agency, cannot 
provide; and conducting public education and information programs about Toys for Tots that call the gen-
eral public to action in support of this patriotic community action program. 

GOAL: The primary goal of the Foundation is the same as that of the overall Toys for Tots Program: i.e. –

to deliver, through a new toy at Christmas, a message of hope to less fortunate youngsters that will assist 

them into becoming responsible, productive, patriotic citizens. 
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Lions Victor, MikeN, Jan and George 

helped make wigs for juvenile cancer 

patients in Conejo Valley.   

This project organized initially by Am-

bers Light Lions has prospered and 

grown to a district approved project and 

likely to an LCIF approved project.   

Lion Mike was the photographer so that 

is why he isn’t shown and he graciously 

didn’t provide any selfies.   

This is a special project and we are 

proud to support it.    

19 Nov    Magic Yarn Project    1/2 



TALES FROM THE LIONS DEN 

 23 

Sec. George was there 

to support the project 

originated by Lion 

Chris, bottom center 

and has become a wig 

making pro.   

PDG Dr. Sodani from 

India has been on a 

4A3 District tour and 

likely will take this 

project idea back 

home. 
  

19 Nov    Magic Yarn Project    2/2 
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21 Nov  - Board Meeting 

We had s full house including our district governor who must have had a day off from his 
club visits.  I think that I patched the entire group together; trust that I didn’t miss anyone. 
Rich and his entourage will be at our next regular meeting and he already requested Dodger 
Dogs for dinner.   Chet needs to find those huge dogs we had at Orcutt a few months ago.  I 
never saw a dog that large unless it was attached to four legs.   

New Business  

• Harvest Festival.    Lion Bill provided an  overview of sales at the event.  PV Lions pro-
vided almost half of the total manpower with 36 Lions at the event.  As a result our pay-
roll to other clubs dropped from last year.  Bill complimented Bruce on the signup genius 
and “himself” on our new number system for food pickup.   

• Smoke Alarm install.   Lion Bellman wasn’t in attendance but we are looking for several 
teams of 3 to install alarms in Oxnard via an Oxnard FD grant.  We will try to get teams 
established at the next meeting to start install in Dec.   

• Lion Ken Anderson’s Memorial BBQ.   Lion Bruce is coordinating with the family to 
cook our traditional Santa Maria BBQ at the service on 2 Dec for as many as 500 people.  
It will be done at cost.  

• BBQ for 50 on 1 Dec for Dial Security.  Lion MikeN will be seeking help.   

Donations  

• GiGi’s Playhouse.  $5000 towards a new playhouse in Simi Valley for Down Syn-
drome children. 

• Holiday Balls.   $3500 to purchase 150 balls for the Woody Woodburn annual holiday 
ball program.  Lion John Knittle will purchase but will need help buying them. 

• Peace Poster Contest.  $500 to be distributed by Lion Dan Goldberg to the 5 contest en-
trants.  The funds will be used for cash  awards as well as drawing materials. 

• Red Kettle  - Salvation Army.  $1000 to be distributed.  It did not require a vote because 
it was preapproved. 

• Guide Dog Puppy.  $5000 for a new puppy for Lion Missy.  It did not require a vote be-
cause it was preapproved. 

Thank You Letters.  

• Camarillo PD for BBQ 

• Lions Camps at Terresita Pines 

• Conejo Valley Lions 

• Guide Dogs of America..   
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Thanks from:  Camarillo Police Department 
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Thanks from:  Lions Camps at Teresita Pines 
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Thanks from:  Conejo Valley Lions 
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Thanks from:  Guide Dogs of America 
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Nov 2023  - Guide Dog WYO Training  1/3  



TALES FROM THE LIONS DEN 

 30 

Guide Dog WYO  Training  2/3 

A few examples of  what WYO gets exposed to while training with Lion 

Missy and the staff at Guide Dogs of America.  
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Guide Dog WYO Training  3/3 
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Pot Pourri from Sec. John 

We're going to visit new clubs in Castaic and Mid-
Valley next Tuesday (part of Lions Region N). Do not 
attempt to follow the road signs on your own. 

****** 

While we do appreciate your efforts and interest, there 
will be No Diabetes Walk tomorrow -- due to ex-
pected rain. 

If you show up you will be detained, questioned, and 
fitted with an electronic ankle bracelet so we can 
track your activities throughout the remainder of 
the day. 

For your own piece of mind, we recommend 
walking only to and from your own kitchen -- at 
least until you hear updates from the authorities. 
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22 Nov  - Thanksgiving Day 

I am very Thankful for all of your support and friendship.  It is my 

pleasure serving all of you. 

Please take this time to enjoy family, friends and yummy food. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  

         Lion Victor  :-) 
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Lion Tom’s Page 34 
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Charles M. Schulz was 
born in Minnesota on 
this day in history, Nov. 
26, 1922, and would go 
on to create Charlie 
Brown, Lucy, Snoopy 
and the rest of the 
"Peanuts" gang of car-
toon characters. 

 

26 Nov   -  Charles Schulz is Born 
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28 Nov  - Regular Meeting   -  MD4-A3 DG Visit  1/5 

It was a very special day today for PV Lions!  Why was it a very special day? 

Well — our 2X Past President and current District Governor with First Lady 

Mary Jo and his Cabinet came for their Official Visitation and it was Dodger 

baseball season all over again.  It started off with free parking, free Dodger Dogs 

and $3 beer so because hope springs eternal we all hope for a better outcome “this 

season”.   

       You won’t get this deal at Dodger stadium! 

District Governor Rich was the star of the even-
ing and delivered thoughtful and very compli-
mentary words about Pleasant Valley Lions.  
Three members of his cabinet came for support 
including 1VDG Jason Laird, Zone chair Mary 
Ann Novak and treasurer George graham who 
are all center stage below with WYO.    

Jason introduced DG Rich and clearly he was       
enthusiastic about our DG and his positive influ-
ence on the district.  We all know how hard Rich 
has worked and will continue to work to grow 
the district.    

DG Rich only has 4 more clubs to visit this year 
so he is very aware of what our and other clubs 
do for Lions.  PV is the largest fundraiser in the 
district and we are well known in the district and 
beyond for our hard work.   
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28 Nov  - Regular Meeting   -  MD4-A3 DG Visit  2/5 

DG Rich gets gifts from clubs he visits but I imagine that the 

gift from our club organized by Lion Bill is at the top of the list.  

As we all know Rich is a huge baseball fan and his cabinet is 

dressed accordingly in support of Dodgers Baseball.  Bill pre-

sented Rich a signed second edition copy of “The Cultural En-

cyclopedia of BASEBALL” by Jonathan Light.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinner   

DG Rich requested Dodger Dogs 

for dinner.  Lions Chet, Mike, 

and Kerry and Anthony cooked 

mini Dogs and burgers in case 

some were not Dodger fans and 

Chet said never again.  I think that it offended Chet’s 

chef sensibilities to cook hot dogs.  At least the dogs 

came with infinite types of toppings and condiments 

so they were well disguised.  

Upper right you see our new PV Lions table clothes 

organized by Lion Mike.  They add a lot of class to 

our meeting venue.   
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28 Nov  - Regular Meeting   -  MD4-A3 DG Visit  3/5 

Lion Bill Schulze put together a briefing on the 

life of the club and offered suggestions on what 

we need to do to remain viable and to grow.  His 

brief was brutally honest about our growing age 

and our prime focus on burgers and barbeques.  

We work extremely hard at what we do and have 

made a lot of money for Lions and the district but 

we can’t keep up this pace.  Unless we expand our 

repertoire to include other less physically demand-

ing activities and bring in new members we will 

continue to shrink.  The slides below tell the story.  

Camarillo-Somis Pleasant Valley Lions has been district #1 club 15 times over its 76 year 

history and lost this distinction several times because a criterion required for this honor is 

positive club growth. As you can see that has not been the trend.  We need to do something 

to reverse that trend by making our club more visible in the community.   Bill suggested a 

working group to discuss means to increase our visibility and to identify projects.  Lion Vic-

tor is the district marketing chair and enthusiastically supports this endeavor.   

To use a baseball analogy PV Lions needs to step to the plate.  We have the talent and drive 

to make this happen. 
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28 Nov  - Regular Meeting   -  MD4-A3 DG Visit  4/5 

A district governor visitation draws a nice crowd.  They 

came for the District Governor and also for the peanuts, 

cracker jacks (with secret prize) and Dodger dogs.   

Speakers 

• Pres. Dale White:  Dale was selling tickets for their Christ-

mas wreath fundraiser.  From the look of all the ticket stubs 

on her table she did quite well. Final drawing will be at the 

Christmas party.   

• Loin Dick Bellman:  He will be sending out info on the 

smoke alarm program shortly.  Looking for 3-4 teams of 3 to 

install in Jan and Feb.   

• Lion Hillary:  He and Lion Wim handed 

out the 2023-2024 membership directo-

ry.  They donated  100 directories to the 

club so give them a big thank you with 

you see them.  

Raffles 

• 50/50  Three winners at $5 and Lions 

Larson, Clarke and Erwin all donat-

ed it to Admin.  

• Bean Pot  Since Lion Victor took 

home the big prize last meeting there 

was only $9 in the pot along with 19 

blue marbles.  Lion John Erwin 

chose to take $10, which proves that 

he understands odds.  
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Tail Twisting 

Lion Dick started it off with our only real twisting of 

the evening.  The rest were happy bucks.  Dick men-

tioned a title 9 infraction (not sure it applies but who 

cared) because we weren’t sitting with the ladies.     

Lion Dave T jumped up and ran to the back of the 

room to avoid a fine but note that there are lots of 

bucks coming out at right from those who didn’t 

move.  Lion Bill put up $30 to tell a joke after Lion 

Dave put in $20 for him not to tell it — Bill won.     

Lion Sherri tossed in $20 to shut them all up but it didn’t work either.  The real winner was 

Lion Neil who has 60 years in Lions.  I don’t think he was holding up a $60 bill though.   

The rest of the happy bucks came in support of District Governor Rich Cervantes.  It is clear 

just how fond the club is of Rich and appreciative of all he has done and continues to do for 

Lions and our club.   

28 Nov  - Regular Meeting   -  MD4-A3 DG Visit  5/5 
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        Lloyd is at it again!                                                                          
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Lion Ken Anderson     1936-2023   
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IT SADDENS ME TO INFORM YOU THAT SCOTH HAD TO BE PUT DOWN DUE 
TO CANCER. 

HE WAS BORN ON 2/29/2016 AND CAMARILLO/PLEASANT VALLEY LIONS 
SPONSORED HIM APPROXIMATLY FROM MARCH 2016 TIL HE WAS TURNED 
IN FOR HIS FORMAL TRAINING 9/9/2017. HE WAS MATCHED WITH ELIZA-
BETH AND HE SAFELY GUIDED HER FOR 5 YEARS. IT WAS A DIFFICULT DE-
CISION FOR HER TO MAKE TO PUT HIM DOWN ON 11/26/2023. 

 

I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT TO GDA/TLC. 

Lion Missy Stayton 
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December 2023 Birthdays 

         Happy Birthday Month 

           Good for ONE drink at the bar 

 Horoscope: Sagittarius - Capricorn 
• Buttons and bumper stickers with rude sayings on them are a trademark of the Sagittarian. 

• They throw food at expensive restaurants and ask lots of questions in the middle of church.  

• Don't ever bring a Sagittarius home to meet your parents. He or she will tie up your mother 
and pants your dad.  

• The Shriners driving around in the tiny little cars are a very Sagittarian image. Even more so 
if there's a ridiculously busty woman stuffed into the car as well.  

• Capricorns are hardworking, reliable, and dull as hell. They are always on the move, headed 
to their next delusion of grandeur.  

• They are often good at math which explains why they are such pains in the ass. Descartes 
was a great mathematician and a crappy philosopher, so he must have been a Capricorn.  

• Stephen Hawking is even more Capricorn because he's all of the above and a pompous 
S.O.B. to boot. Sure, he's overcome a lot of obstacles etc. etc., but even in perfect health you 
can't overcome being a Capricorn.  

Christie Lloyd 12/7 

Edmonson Jan 12/12 

Eberts Jack 12/25 

Fraser John 12/28 

Smith Gerald "GK" 12/25 

“We are all born ignorant, but one must work very hard to remain STUPID!” (Emphasis added) ~ 
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 
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• Dec 12 Children’s Xmas party - O-Club 

• Dec 15        Christmas Party   - Los Posas C.C 

• Dec 19 Board Meeting      - B&G Club 

• Jan 9 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• Jan 16 Board Meeting     - B&G Club 

• Jan 20 Farmers Market 

• Jan 23 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• Feb 13 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• Feg 17 Farmers Market 

• Feb 20 Board Meeting     - B&G Club 

• Feb 23-24  MD4 Convention - Riverside 

• Feb 27 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• Mar 12 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• Mar 16 Farmers Market 

• Mar 19 Board Meeting     - B&G Club 

• Mar 26  Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

PV  Lions Calendar  2023-24 
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As we reflect on the challenges that communities face in the wake of disasters, it is both humbling and 
inspiring to witness the incredible impact we can make when we come together. Today, we want to 
share with you the profound difference your support has made through the partnership between the Cal-
ifornia Lions Foundation and the Lions of Maui in response to recent disasters. 

Working hand in hand with the Hawaii Lions Foundation, the Lions of Maui have been on the front 
lines of disaster response, providing crucial aid and support to those affected. Thanks to your generous 
contributions, we've been able to make a tangible impact during all phases of their response efforts. 

In Phase 1 and 2: 

• Prepared and delivered 10,000 meals daily for evacuees at shelters initially, transitioning to 5,000 
meals daily for those in area hotels. 

• Donated 420 sets of P100 respirators and PPE filter refills for Lahaina residents. 

• Replaced lost hearing aids, eyeglasses, and wheelchairs for those affected. 

• Assisted tenants from 4 senior housing complexes destroyed by the fires in relocating to other fa-
cilities and provided support for lost personal items. 

• Prepared and delivered lunches and snacks to Kamaaina Kids pre-schoolers affected by the fires. 

In Phase 3: 

• Packed and provided 200 to 600 bags of produce on Wednesdays and 200 to 600 boxes of food on 
Thursdays to area families. 

• Currently preparing and delivering 200 meals daily for area pre-schools in collaboration with the 
Maui Community College culinary program. 

• Providing household items, baby formula, and personal hygiene products in partnership with 
Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc. 

• Restocking area relief aid stations and hubs with items and products as needed. 

• Collaborating with Saint Anthony Church and the Family Life Center as they build "Tiny 
Homes," where the Lions will provide furnishings and linens upon completion. 

Through the words of PDG Joe Pontanilla, head of the Maui Incident Response Team, "We look at the 
needs on a daily basis and try to avoid duplication of services and supplies. We are filling the gaps and 
assisting whenever possible." 

Your continued support is the driving force behind these impactful initiatives. As we approach Giving 
Tuesday, we invite you to join us once again in making a difference. Your contribution will help us 
continue to respond effectively to the evolving needs of communities facing disaster. 

While the emergency assistance to Hawaii has been completed, we are returning the foundation's atten-
tion to the needs in California. 

Donate Now and Amplify Your Impact 

Together, we are not only filling gaps but building bridges of hope and resilience. Thank you for being 
a crucial part of the California Lions Foundation family and for making a lasting difference in the lives 
of those in need. 

Your donations has supported over 200 Lions projects throughout California over the past four years. 
And we're just getting started! Make a donation today to make a big impact in your community and for 
Lions everywhere. 

Your support is the key to unlocking a brighter future for those who need it most. Thank you for being 
a vital part of the California Lions Foundation family and for helping us continue our mission of ser-
vice, compassion, and community. 

With gratitude, 

California Lions Foundation 

 California Lions Foundation    

https://mgcp03.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=65660431938a1934dc3e246e&u=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.lglforms.com%2Fform_engine%2Fs%2Fcdj6XoFVPmPBggBywzbPXg&w=5c0e575d45776e36d1d7ba31&c=b_656437f9e0b95e438b071b68&l=en-US&s=SDtQR6pph-qSc5btmrXTTPpGoc4%3D
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30 Nov  - 5 Dec   Santa Maria Online Auction 
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15 Dec  - PV Lions Christmas Party 
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Due 15 Jan  — MD4 2023-24 Environmental Photo Contest 
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https://web.cvent.com/event/384a9b2b-66bf-42ae-8ffb-8e3a5346e719/regProcessStep1?

1 March 24   - LDUN Convention 
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23-24 Feb 24   - MD4 Convention 
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June 21-25, 2024 Lions International Convention 

https://www.mcisemi.com/
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2nd Vice President– Bob Larson 

Lion Burgers Russ White & Jan Edmondson 

Visitations Lloyd Christie 

BBQ Trailer & Equipment  Bruce Jochums & Mike Nunez 

Raffles Russ White & Bob Taylor 

5K-1K Race Mike Brown 

Special BBQ's Bruce Jochums & Mike Nunez 

3rd Vice President– John Knittle 

Kids Shopping  George Graham 

Club Bulletin  Bob Taylor 

Harvest Festival  Bill Schulze 

Easter Festival   Bill Schulze 

Badges/Pins/Banners  Mike Nunez 

Sight &Hearing  Russ White 

Fair Parking  Bill Schulze 

Web site /IT  George Graham 

Public Relations  John Fraser 

Club Greeter  OPEN 

 PV  Lions Committees   2023-24 

1st Vice President    - Bruce Jochums 

Finance & Budget 
 Bill S., Rich C., Russ W., Victor M., Mike N., Mike M.,   
John Fraser, Bruce Jochums 

Community Betterment  John Fraser 

Cook Lead 1st qtr.  Bruce Jochums 

Cook Lead 2nd qtr.  Chet  Price 

Cook Lead 3rd qtr.  Mike Nunez 

Cook Lead 4th qtr.  Kerry Forsythe 

Bar 1st qtr.  Art Mansfield Jr. and Joe Flores 

Bar 2nd qtr.  Art Mansfield Jr. and Joe Flores 

Bar 3rd qtr.  Art Mansfield Jr. and Joe Flores 

Bar 4th qtr.  Art Mansfield Jr. and Joe Flores 

District Contests  Lloyd Christie and Russ White 

Photographer  Hillary Ling & Bob Taylor 

Christmas Float  Bruce Jochums, Mike Nunez, Kerry Forsythe 

Student Speaker Contest  Dick Bellman and Kim Stephenson 

Meeting Programs  Bruce Jochums 

Scholarships  OPEN 

Membership Chair  Mike Nunez 

Club Service Chair  Russ White 

Peace Poster  Dan Goldberg 

Sight & Hearing  Russ White, Bob Taylor 

Public Relations John Fraser 

Club Bulletin Bob Taylor 

S.W.O.T. Victor Martinez 



TALES FROM THE LIONS DEN 

 57 

PV Lions Roster Nov 2023 

Last Name First Name Home Phone Cell Phone Email Spouse 

Aeder Marv 482-9416   marvaeder@yahoo.com Char 

Ahara Jerry 482-5073 805-258-9164 jerryahara@aol.com   

Baker Richard  657-203-7697 bakerre1944@gmail.com   

Bellman Richard "Dick" 484-1534 805-368-0067 dbellman28@gmail.com Sharon 

Berry John "Jack"   805 321-0232 kasialor45@iclaud.com   

Bourdeau Robert 484-1500 805-479-4432 bbourdeau6@verizon.net Christine 

Brand Walter  386-3643 805-506-1047 captwaldo@earthlink.net Brenda 

Brown Michael 987-4272   mjbelectric@att.net Susan 

Brown Lee 389-3101   leemac1936@gmail.com   

Carlson Cody   805-603-0869 gurus99@aol.com Keily 

Castleberry Bill   360 852-6827 bcast75@yahoo.com Angie 

Cervantes  Richard  482-6346  805-443-0474 rcervan411@aol.com Mary Jo 

Christie Lloyd 386-4902 805-233-4131 christie3416@roadrunner.com   

Clarke Sheri  805-340-1747 SheriClarke83@icloud.com Jeff 

Clementi Paul 641-2056   Samsementi1@gmail.com   

Conn Bill 987-7955 805-504-6693 bconn104@gmail.com Jennifer 

DeBardas Thomas "Tom"  805-407-8491 t.debardas@yahoo.com   

Dellanina Gino 805 479 9372   alfreddellanina@gmail.com  Betty 

Eberts Jack 805 504-6976   jacke25@verizon.net Jo 

Erwin John   805 491-9822      barranca5@hotmail.com Karen 

Feder Alan   320-2858 feder.alan@gmail.com Nancy 

Flores Joe 805=482-2251 805-377 1939 joe2golf@outlook.com Maria 

Forsythe Kerry 805 389-0886 805-405-5815 kaforsythe@verizon.net Paula 

Fraser John 987-3538 805 377-9277 jcfraser60@gmail.com Karen 

Goldberg Daniel    805 312-0033 daniel@baisins.com Erin 

Graham Jr George 647-1601 818-416-7721 georgeg536@aol.com Chris 

Grimes Jr Gregory 482-8021   draftgreg@hotmail.com Lisa 

Hamor Gerry 388-4791 805-402-3307 ghamor1@verizon.net Gloria 

Hanson Richard 805-4020841   fridayp@aol.com Socorro 

Hawblitzel Paul 805-577-8475   paulsandloretta1962@gmail.com Loretta 

Hellstrom Richard   818-292-6637 Hellweazel@gmail.com Anne-Marie 

Hohenwarter Joseph    805-701-2154 
hohenwart-

er.lawyer@verizon.net 
Phoebe 

Jochums Bruce 805 443-7474   brucesbarbeque@gmail.com Ellen 

Johansson Eric 805 482-4753   esjohansson@hotmail.com   

mailto:marvaeder@yahoo.com
mailto:bakerre1944@gmail.com
mailto:dbellman28@gmail.com
mailto:kasialor45@iclaud.com
mailto:captwaldo@earthlink.net
mailto:leemac1936@gmail.com
mailto:gurus99@aol.com
mailto:bcast75@yahoo.com
mailto:SheriClarke83@icloud.com
mailto:bconn104@gmail.com
mailto:alfreddellanina@gmail.com
mailto:barranca5@hotmail.com
mailto:feder.alan@gmail.com
mailto:joe2golf@outlook.com
mailto:jcfraser60@gmail.com
mailto:daniel@basins.com
mailto:draftgreg@hotmail.com
mailto:paulsandloretta1962@gmail.com
mailto:brucesbarbeque@gmail.com
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PV Lions Roster  Nov 2023 

Last Name First Name Home Phone Cell Phone Email Spouse 

Kildee Kevin  482-2934 805-630-9814 kevinkildee2@verizon.net Janet 

Knittle John 482-1297 805-630-9814 jpknittle@aol.com Paula 

Larson Robert "Bob" 805 419-4028   RobertLarson15330@gmail.com   

Ling Hillary 386-4188 805-216-6599 hhlingdds@gmail.com Stella 

Linz Cindy 805 910 0209   cindyhappy70@gmail.com Steve 

Mansfield Jr Arthur "Art"   805-216-2833 artmansfield@yahoo.com Bobbie 

Martinez Victor 340-3262   vlmartinez1@yahoo.com   

Mc Nutt Neale 482-2356 805-432-1254 nmcnutt24@gmail.com Sue 

Mingay Donald 805 437-6900   themingays@yahoo.com Carole 

Moore Robert "Bob" 485-2136 805-750-9294 rmoore321@roadrunner.com Evie 

Morgan Michael  573-2058   
mdmorgan47@hotmail.com> 

mdmorgan47@gmail.com 
Donna 

Nunez Jan 647-1601 805-795-0825 jan.edmondson1@gmail.com Mike 

Nunez Mike 482-2858 805-535-5234 MikeN@calavo.com Jan 

Price Chet 484-2211 805-657-9900 CP.Coins@verizon.net     Christiana 

Rains Ted 484-3777   rainsted@msn.com Val 

Ramirez Lorenzo 805-485-5608 805 890 1596 lorenzoramirez33@icloud.com   

Rapose Joel 987-1750   joelrapose@frontier.com Susan 

Ruiz Lucy 526-2058       

Santiesteban Louie 310-921-7732 818-968-1858 lelos1@yahoo.com Leticia 

Scherer Karl 484-1519 805-844-7916     

Schulze William "Bill" 386-8088 805-427-0764 wschu60505@aol.com Ginger 

Seidler Donald 987-0917 805-443-7764 donmillie@roadrunner.com Mille 

Seidler David 491-2599 805-402-5188 daveseidler34@gmail.com Debby 

Smith Gerald "GK" 482 4552 805 312-0342 smithgk7@yahoo.com Carol 

Smith Merleen 529-5659   trainey963@gmail.com   

Smith Rochelle 802-0139   chasinkids@hotmail.com   

Stayton Missy   805-368-4940 mstayakers@gmail.com Joe 

Steinmetz Greg   805-815-9038 greg@steinmetzfamily.net   

Stephenson Kim   805 231-2733 Kimstep@rocketmail.com Dave 

Taylor Robert "Bob"   805 910-9912 robert.taylor2014@verizon.net Joanna 

Taylor Frank 482-4843   eagle.frank@verizon.net Betty 

Tennessen Dave   805754-4320 Tennessend@gmail.com    

True Daniel "Dan" 482-1198 805-612-2448 truedg1@gmail.com Paddy 

Wetter William "Joe" 987-8236 805-796-8236 thewetters@msn.com Arline 

White Russell 482-0147 805 630-4098 russdalew@verizon.net Dale 

Zwinkels Wim 981-0010 805-276-8692 wzwinkels@aol.com Yoke 

mailto:RobertLarson15330@gmail.com
mailto:hhlingdds@gmail.com
mailto:cindyhappy70@gmail.com
mailto:artmansfield@yahoo.com
mailto:vlmartinez1@yahoo.com
mailto:nmcnutt24@gmail.com
mailto:themingays@yahoo.com
mailto:mdmorgan47@hotmail.com%3E
mailto:jan.edmonson1@gmail.com
mailto:CP.Coins@verizon.net
mailto:rainsted@msn.com
mailto:lorenzoramirez33@icloud.com
mailto:lelos1@yahoo.com
mailto:donmillie@roadrunner.com
mailto:greg@steinmetzfamily.net
mailto:Kimstep@rocketmail.com
mailto:robert.taylor2014@verizon.net
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 Stuff of Lore! 

Early aircraft throttles had a ball on the end of it, in order to go full throttle the pilot had to 

push the throttle all the way forward into the wall of the instrument panel. Hence "balls to 

the wall" for going very fast. And now you know the rest of the story.   
*****************************   
During WWII, U.S. Airplanes were armed with belts of ammo, which they would shoot dur-

ing dogfights and on strafing runs. These belts were folded into the wing compartments that 

fed their machine guns. These belts measure 27 feet and contained hundreds of cartridges. 

Often times, the pilots would return from their missions having expended all of their bullets 

on various targets. They would say, "I gave them the whole nine yards," meaning they used 

up all of their ammunition.   

*****************************   
Did you know the saying "God willing and the creek don't rise" was in reference to the Creek 

Indians and not a body of water? It was written by Benjamin Hawkins in the late 18th centu-

ry. He was a politician and Indian diplomat. While in the South, Hawkins was requested by 

the President to return to Washington. In his response, he was said to write, "God willing and 

the Creek don't rise." Because he capitalized the word "Creek" he was referring to the Creek 

Indian tribe and not a body of water. 

*****************************   
In George Washington's days, there were no cameras. One's image was either sculpted or 

painted. Some paintings of George Washington have him standing behind a desk with one 

arm behind his back while others showed both legs and both arms. Prices charged by painters 

were not based on how many people were to be painted, but by how many limbs were to be 

painted. Arms and legs are 'limbs,' therefore painting them would cost the buyer more. Hence 

the expression, 'Okay, but it'll cost you an arm and a leg.' (Artists know hands and arms are 

more difficult to paint.)   

*****************************   

In the late 1700's, many houses consisted of a large room with only one chair. Commonly, a 

long wide bench folded down from the wall, and was used for dining. The 'head of the 

household' always sat in the chair while everyone else ate sitting on the bench. Occasionally 

a guest, who was usually a man, would be invited to sit in this chair during a meal. To sit in 

the chair meant you were important and in charge. They called the one sitting in the chair the 

'chair man.' Today in business, we use the expression or title 'Chairman' or 'Chairman of the 

Board.'   

*****************************   

Personal hygiene left much room for improvement. As a result, many women and men had 

developed acne scars by adulthood. The women would spread bee's wax over their facial 

skin to smooth out their complexions. When they were speaking to each other, if a woman 

began to stare at another woman's face she was told, 'mind your own bee's wax.' Should the 

woman smile, the wax would crack, hence the term 'crack a smile'. In addition, when they sat 

too close to the fire, the wax would melt. Therefore, the expression 'losing face.'   

*****************************   

Ladies wore corsets, which would lace up in the front.  A proper and dignified woman, as in 

'straight laced' wore a tightly tied corset.   
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Oldy but Goody! 


