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Reflections From the Desk of Lion Victor 

As April's gentle rains begin to nourish the earth, we  
eagerly await the blossoming of vibrant foliage and the 
emergence of fragrant flowers. With each raindrop, a 
sense of renewal fills the air, inviting us to embrace the 
spirit of celebration of this lively month. 

On Sunday, April 7th, in the picturesque town of 
Carpinteria, we extend a heartfelt invitation to join us in 
honoring Melvin Jones and all past recipients of this  
esteemed award. Together, let's pay tribute to the       
remarkable individuals who have earned this prestigious recognition, celebrating 
their dedication and service to our community. 

Exciting news – the Farmers Markets are back on our calendar! We warmly invite 
you to join us as we proudly showcase the essence of our club. Let's come togeth-
er to spread the word about our impactful projects and dedicated service to our 
community.  Join us at the Farmers Markets as we proudly represent our club and 
its unwavering commitment to serving others. 

As our club approaches the conclusion of our internal analysis, we stand poised 
on the threshold of a new chapter. With just one more step to go, we eagerly antic-
ipate embarking on the journey of planning for our short, medium, and long-term 
goals. It is our collective aim to enhance the vitality of our club and to welcome 
new members into our community of service. 

The Teresita Pines GALA dinner/dance is fast approaching, beckoning you to join 
us in this annual celebration that not only honors but also inspires the countless 
children and adults served at the Lions Camp nestled amidst the scenic beauty of 
our local mountains. 

Looking ahead to May 3rd through 5th, we are delighted to announce that our   
district convention will take place in the charming locale of Santa Yanez. This 
event holds special significance as it marks the final organized gathering of our 
esteemed District Governor, Richard Cervantes. We invite you to join us in com-
memorating his successful tenure, as he has demonstrated exemplary leadership in 
steering our district and clubs towards a promising future. Thank you, DG Rich, 
for your unwavering dedication and tireless efforts; your impact is deeply valued 
and appreciated by our club and community alike. 

Yours in service,       

Victor Martinez, President                 Agents of Change!      



TALES FROM THE LIONS DEN 

 2 

• Apr 9 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• Apr 16 Board Meeting     - B&G Club 

• Apr  20 Farmers Market 

• Apr 21  Ronald MacDonald Walk 

• Apr 23 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• May 3-5   Dist. Convention -Buellton, CA 

• May 14 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• May 18 Farmers Market 

• May 19  City of Hope tribute day 

• May 21 Board Meeting     - B&G Club 

• May 28 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• June 11 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• June 15 Farmers Market 

• June 18 Board Meeting     - B&G Club 

• June 25  PV Lions Installation  - O-Club 

• July 9 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• July 16 Board Meeting     - B&G Club 

• July 23 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• Aug 13 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

• Aug 20 Board Meeting     - B&G Club 

• Aug 27 Regular Meeting  - O-Club 

PV  Lions Calendar  2024 
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1 March  - Visit to Oxnard Downtown 

We completed our short-tail award by 

visiting Oxnard Downtown Lions.  The 

four PV Lions at right made the trip to 

Oxnard in a storm (actually it was a 

light drizzle but just looking for a little 

sympathy) to complete the short tail.   

Oxnard Pres. Jim Bickel welcomed us 

but left with sniffles.  PDG Kalani Jose 

came a little later and gave us a run-

down on the MD4 convention.  He  

noted that there were no lions or clubs 

listed for awards from 4-A3.  Clearly it 

was an error and they apologized but 

there was no recourse.  4-A3 had great 

candidates for project of the year (Magic Yarn comes immediately to mind) and lions of the 

year, nonetheless an honest clerical error kept them off the ballot.   
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March 1, 1872, Yellowstone becomes America's first National Park. 

Yellowstone National Park, an almost mystical 2.2-million acre wonderland of dynamic    
hydrothermal activity, breathtaking scenery and spectacular wildlife, was established on this 
day in history, March 1, 1872.  

It was the first national park in the United States and, to most people around the world, the 
first known on the planet.  

It quickly inspired an international conservation movement in the wake of the Industrial 
Revolution. 

The headwaters of the Yellowstone River … is hereby reserved and withdrawn from settle-
ment, occupancy, or sale … and dedicated and set apart as a public park or pleasuring-
ground for the benefit and enjoyment of the people," states the Yellowstone National Park 
Protection Act, signed into law by President Ulysses S. Grant.  

The park is located mostly in the northwestern corner of Wyoming, the least populated state 
in the Union, but also crosses into Montana and Idaho.  

Its area of 3,472 square miles makes it bigger than Rhode Island and Delaware combined.  

"Although Yellowstone had been thoroughly tracked by tribes and trappers, in the view of 
the nation at large it was really ‘discovered’ by a series of formal expeditions" between 1869 
and 1871, reports the National Park Service.  

David E. Folsom, Charles W. Cook and William Peterson explored the park in 1869 and    
reported on its spectacular physical features for media back east.  

Tower Fall, Yellowstone Grand Canyon and the geysers of Firehole River were among the 
marvels they described for first time.  

A new expedition in 1870 led by surveyor Henry D. Washburn recorded the size and scope 
of Yellowstone's greatest landmarks. 

https://www.foxnews.com/category/travel/general/national-parks
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/us-regions/west/wyoming


TALES FROM THE LIONS DEN 

 5 

Camarillo: Paul Hawblitzel - Husband     

father and friend to many has passed away. 

He had a rich life including growing up in 

South Bend IN attending Norte Dame    

University and graduating from college in 

1957 with a degree in accounting. Follow-

ing graduation he had a 2 year stint in the 

US Army stationed in Japan as an intelli-

gence specialist. His path led him to Cali-

fornia and a brief stop in Malibu where he 

lived with several army and college friends. 

It is here that he met the love of his life 

Loretta (then Griffith) Hawblitzel. A roman-

tic courtship followed by a wedding in Feb 

of 1962 - meaning a wonderful 62 years of 

marriage to Loretta. Paul was part of a 

unique class of citizens in Camarillo, he and Loretta were Charter Residents in 1964. Paul 

worked at what was then the 3M Co, followed by a very successful career as a real estate 

broker and property manager. Paul was an avid golfer and spent many years coaching and 

organizing Boys Baseball in Camarillo. Paul is Survived by Loretta and 4 wonderful children 

Mark (Maggie), Lynn, Jay (Kristin) Mary. He especially enjoyed his grandchildren Conor, 

Ryan, Cody, Riley, Jack, Grif, Henry. Funeral Services will be held at St. Mary Magdalene 

Chapel on April 4th at 10am.  

Donations can be made in his honor to the Pleasant Valley Somis Lions Club.  

Lion Paul Hawblitzel Obituary 

Rest in Peace Lion Paul   — you were a great Lion and will be missed. 
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- Regular Meeting   6 March   - Visit to Oxnard Channel Islands 

We already earned a short 
tail award for the year but 
we wanted to visit our 
friends at Channel Islands 
who are always a welcom-
ing club.  Their dinner is a 
Pot Pourri of their favorite 
dishes.    

Five PV Lions including 
Lions Lloyd, Russ, Bob, 
Tom and JoeF visited but 
we were in for a surprise 
when Lions Missy and 
JoeS with Amie showed up 
as the guest speakers.  
They came to talk about 
Guide Dogs and the program and to        
receive a check from CI to sponsor a Guide 
Dog Puppy.  CI has been thinking about 
doing this for quite a while.   

Lion Missy was the primary speaker with 
Joe filling in lots of details about raising a 
puppy.  We learned a lot about the pro-
gram and perhaps should have Missy and 
Joe  repeat their talk for our club.  

As you can see bottom right. guide dogs 
are not only for the blind; because of the collabo-
ration with Tender Loving Canines there are mul-
tiple roles for guide dogs to play.  

CI Club president is shown giving a check for 
$5000 to Lion Missy.   
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Lloyd is at it again   
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9 March  - Miracle League of the 805     1/4 
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9 March  - Miracle League of the 805    2/4 

Pleasant Valley Lions was asked to cook hamburgers and hot 

dogs for opening day of the Miracle League of the 805.  We 

were happy to do it and cooked 220 burgers and 100 hot dogs 

and provided chips and water to provide “a complete meal” at 

no cost to the baseballers and their families.  

Five PV lions cooked and assembled the burgers and dogs 

with help from a few volunteers including Jody Pena.  Lion 

Bruce bought and delivered the product and cut all the toma-

toes.   

Although it opened at 11am we were there at 0800 

to set up our venue and made sure that our new 

canopy was there for all to see.   

The photo below was taken just prior to the open-

ing ceremony. The players were getting ready for 

their games. The search and rescue chopper 

showed up for the opening.  
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9 March  - Miracle League of the 805     3/4 

The PV Lions cooking 

crew is shown at right.  

We had an efficient as-

sembly line working to 

provide the burgers and 

dogs (Henry Ford 

would have been 

proud).   

Kerry and Neil cooked, 

Jan and Bob assembled the  

lion burgers and hotdogs and 

Mike with 3-4 helpers filled 

the containers with the prod-

uct, chips and condiments.   

One has to be  impressed that  

Lion Kerry managed to get an 

entire box of 30 burgers on the 

grill and aligned perfectly; he 

probably had to since Mike 

was watching.   

We used large ice chests, which 

were renamed hot boxes to house 

the containers and they were deliv-

ered to the field on our new golf 

cart. Jody Pena is the only person 

missing from the crew.  We could-

n’t have done this in a timely man-

ner without their help.   
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The cart used to deliver the food to the ballpark was purchased by Pleasant and Ambers 

Light Lions.  As you can see, both clubs are highlighted at the back of the cart.   

Both Ambers Light and Pleasant Valley were represented at the field.  All the burgers and 

hotdogs with drinks 

were distributed at our 

table so we got some 

very nice press from the 

event.   

Speaking of press,     

Lions Mike and Kerry 

will be in the Miracle of 

the 805 magazine.  The 

photographer came by 

when Jan, Neil and I 

were at the opening cer-

emony.  

9 March  - Miracle League of the 805  4/4 
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Our 3rd District Meeting 
is in the books.  Pleasant 
Valley had 5PV Lions at 
the meeting including 
District Governor Rich 
Cervantes, District Treas-
urer George Graham, 
President Victor, Russ 
White and Lloyd Christi.  
I only have a partial pho-
to of George. This was 
required to keep him safe 
in witness protection.   
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9 March  - MD4-A3 Third District Meeting 

Most of the key players in the district 

meeting are shown at right.  DG Rich 

has completed 3 of 4 district meetings 

and in a couple of months he will 

transition to a PDG.  DG Rich has 

been a terrific governor and I’m not 

just saying this because he is a PV  

Lion and I was his 1VP.  4A3 seems 

more energized than it has been in a 

while due to Rich’s leadership and to 

the “end” of Covid.  To Rich’s right 

we have Pres. Victor in a rare non-

selfie photo.  He also will be a past 

president in a few months.  Who 

knows, he may opt to move up in the 

district hierarchy in the future.   

Global Team coordinators PID How-

ard Hudson, Lion Terry Horton, PDG 

Margaret Dunleavy and PDG Juanita 

Nichols provided updates to their re-

spective areas.   

DG Rich gave an update on the MD4 

convention. 

Ventura Downtown’s mobile eye clin-

ic is alive and well.  Lion Sandy 

Greenberg provide an update.   

Lions Renata Hundley discussed the 

district contest, which ends just before 

this bulletin is issued so this one 

won’t count—Oh Well!.   

Lion Tom Berry provided an update 

on Disaster Relief, Lion Glenda Learn 

discussed Leos and Sheri Hughes pro-

vided an update on the Student Speak-

er Contest.  Both zone and region con-

tests will be done this month at the 

Camarillo B&G club.   

PDG Margaret Dunleavy coordinated 

the library books project.   
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First time I heard about paraprosdokians, I liked them. Paraprosdokians are    
figures of speech in which the latter part of a sentence or phrase is surprising or 
unexpected and is frequently humorous. (Sir Winston Churchill loved   them). 

 

• Where there's a will, I want to be in it. 

• The last thing I want to do is hurt you ...but it's still on my list. 

•  Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you 

hear them speak. 

• If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong. 

• We never really grow up -- we only learn how to act in public. 

• War does not determine who is right, only who is left. 

• Knowledge, is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a 

fruit salad. 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is          

research. 

I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 

• In filling out an application, where it says, "In case of an emergency,       

notify..." I answered "a doctor." 

• Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street 

with a bald head and a beer gut, and still think they are sexy. 

• You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute to   

skydive twice. 

• I used to be indecisive, but now I'm not so sure. 

• To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit the  

target. 

Going to church doesn't make you a Christian, any more than standing in a 

gar age makes you a car. 

• You're never too old to learn something stupid. 

• I'm supposed to respect my elders, but it's getting harder and harder for me 

to find someone older than me.  — Tough to be a PV Lion 

Paraprosdokians  — Huh??? 
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As you can see from the photo below attendance was sparse.  

Including the few in the cooking crew the total number of lions 

in attendance was less than 25.   

One of the threats listed in the S.W.O.T (strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities, threats) chart on the next page is apathy  —  We 

need to do better.   

Victor is in discussion with the Community Center about 

switching our meeting venue to this site.  We are looking for a 

cheaper venue for our meet-

ings.  We built the BBQ at the 

center. 

Dinner included Bratz with 

sourcrout, chicken wings, pota-

to salad and green salad.  Gua-

camole is shown because I had 

way too many ripe avocados so 

turned them into an appetizer.   

Lions Mike, Chet, Kerry, John 

and Wim and Anthony were 

the cooking crew.   

While we didn’t tail twist 

Lion Dave stepped up at 

the end of the meeting to 

toss in two $10 bills cele-

brating his new grand-

daughter and the  Miracle 

League.   

 12 Mar  - Regular Meeting  1/2 
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We didn’t have a guest speaker for the 
meeting, rather President Victor handed out 
the S.W.O.T table that included the major 
items identified during our retreat last 
month.  Victor didn’t receive many com-
pleted forms from the club so he opted to 
pass out sheets and have members fill them 
out. Then we would discuss the results.   

It proved too cumbersome to collate the  
tables and to identify the winners of each 
section so he opted to focus on weaknesses 
and the winner was loss of members/aging 
out. Clearly this was no surprise.  There 
was lots of discussion on means to increase 
membership. Bottom line is that we need to 
interact more with the community to in-
crease our visibility.  There was no solu-
tion to aging out other than searching for 
the fountain of youth. .   

Raffle 

• 50/50:  Sheri, Jack and Neil were the winners.  Sheri vowed to put the winnings towards 
the bean pot. 

• Bean Pot: Sheri double dipped by having the correct bean pot ticket — but  picked blue 
and the bean pot grows.  Sheri could have taken $10 but chose to try for the $11 pot!! 

 12 Mar  - Regular Meeting  2/2 
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The U.S. Army K-9 Corps, which trained more than 10,000 dogs to serve several branches 
of the American military in World War II, began barking orders to its four-legged foot sol-
diers on this day in history, March 13, 1942.  

"Dogs have been associated with the United States Army since its inception, but their role 
has been primarily that of a mascot or in some other unofficial capacity," Dr. Arthur W. Ber-
geron Jr. of the U.S. Army Military History Institute wrote in 2016. 

He added, "Not until World War II did the Army make the connection official." 

(Original Caption) 11/3/1945-WAR DOGS RETURN: First members of infantry scout dog platoons to 
arrive from overseas get back their land legs by limbering up with their masters, as this one does 
here. He returned with over 90 dogs that served wth the 5th Army in Italy. (Getty Images) 

The American Kennel Club organized a civilian group called Dogs for Defense in January 
1942, in the frantic weeks after the attack on Pearl Harbor that roused the righteous might of 
the American people — and American pups. 

Lieutenant Colonel Clifford C. Smith of the Army Quartermaster Corps became aware of the 
American Kennel Club effort and ran the idea of the K-9 Corps up the flagpole with Major 
General Edmund B. Gregory. The unit won approval of Undersecretary of War Robert P. Pat-
terson and began training dogs for the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard, in addi-
tion to the Army.  

"The K-9 Corps initially accepted over 30 breeds of dogs, but the list was soon narrowed to 
seven: German Shepherds, Belgian sheepdogs, Doberman Pinschers, collies, Siberian Husk-
ies, Malumutes and Eskimo dogs," reports The U.S. Army Airborne & Special Operations 
Museum of Fayetteville, North Carolina.  

March 13, 1942   On this day in history, , US Army K-9 Corps 

begins training dogs to fight in World War II 

https://www.foxnews.com/category/topic/world-war-two
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/us-army
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/military/honors/pearl-harbor
https://www.foxnews.com/category/lifestyle/pets
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/military/marines
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       18 March   -Zone 6   Student Speaker Contest  - 1/2 

Four speakers from Zone 6 showed up at 

the Boys and Girls Club for the second 

round of the contest.  Zone 6 chair Mary 

Ann Novak was the first to arrive and 

had help setting up the venue from 

George and Bob from PV and Chris and 

Kim from Amber’s Light.   

I got a photo of each entrant before the 

contest.  From left to right they represent 

Pleasant Valley (Chantel Tapta with 

mom), Amber’s Light (with teacher), Santa Paula  and Conejo Valley.  Neither Palmdale nor 

LA Mid-Valley provided speakers.   

PV was represented by DG Rich, DG treasurer George, Lloyd and the Bulletin  —  As a        

reminder the topic was “for a better world what would you change”.  



TALES FROM THE LIONS DEN 

 19 

Lion Mary Ann did a very 
nice job of moderating the 
event.   After all the scoring 
she introduced each speaker 
in their speaking order.  All 
four speakers were polished 
and gave interesting talks but 
speaker #1 top left from Oak 
Park representing Conejo Val-
ley was the winner.  He was a 
very entertaining speaker.  To 
his immediate right is one of 
our Leo helpers at the Easter 
Fest.  

At right, the three judges are 
shown at bottom with the 
contestants and Mary Ann .    

       18 March   -Zone 6   Student Speaker Contest  - 2/2 
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23  March    -  Rancho Campana BBQ 

We were rained out on Saturday so several of us changed venue to Rancho 

Campana High School to cook lion burgers for 160  students.  It was spon-

sored by the Noontime Rotary.   

Lions Russ, Victor, Chet, Joe and Bob 
cooked and served 160 students and in-
structors at Rancho Campana High School.  
The storm was ending when we arrived.  It 
was a paid BBQ via the noontime Rotary 
Club of Camarillo.  This was the second 
time for this bbq.  Normally we don’t do 
BBQ's during any of our major events but 
the time was inflexible so we agreed.  
“Fortunately”  the Easter Fest at Under-
woods was rained out so there was no con-
flict for a couple of the helpers.  We used the smoker because the grill was occupied at Under-
woods.  We had an unexpected guest at the very end but as I recall this happened last time be-
cause  Lion Kim is one of the instructors at the event.   
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16 Mar - 7 Apr  -  Easter Festival   1/9 

"Come celebrate with us at our Springtime 
Easter Festival! With acres to visit and numer-
ous activities, there is plenty of space to get 
outdoors and enjoy the sunshine with family 
and friends. 

"Activities included with admission at our 
Springtime Easter Festival event this Easter 
Weekend include: 

• Visits with the Easter Bunny (daily 9:30-
5:30),  

• Tractor-drawn Wagon Rides around the 
farm,  

• Animal Shows,  

• Easter Basket photo op,  

• Live Bunny photos  

• Easter photo ops  
        and more! 
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Seven Pleasant Valley and three Santa Paula 

Lions showed up to collect equipment from 

the yard and then set up at Underwoods.  

Due to the heavy rains last week the ground 

was plowed to help speed drying but it was 

difficult traversing the ground; at least it 

wasn’t muddy.  To minimize walking on the 

craggy ground we set up a supply chain to 

unload the multiple trucks.  We spent about 

3 hours total and then headed to lunch.  

There were some instances of very high 

gusts but we and the tent survived.   

 14 Mar   -  Easter Festival Setup  2/9 
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The first weekend is complete and the weather was great, however we had significant startup 

problems that made day 1 very trying.  It was like a Grimm fairy tale.  

We hooked everything up to the generator and nothing worked.  After a couple of hours    

fiddling with all the connections it was obvious that we needed a new generator.  Under-

woods provided two smaller generators so we rerouted all our connections and we were    

finally up and running a few hours later than expected.   

Underwoods spent $16K on a new corn cooker and this was the very first time it was used.  

Once we had power we noted that the new digital corn cooker was taking an hour to produce 

corn and it was charred.  We lowered the temp and solved that problem. Fortunately day 1 is 

always a little slow but it definitely affected our early sales.  We found the manual on the  

internet and it explicitly said that corn took 28 minutes, not one hour.  There was no speed  

adjustment available—Uh Oh!.  We called the manufacturer and fortunately talked to some-

one on a Saturday who was very knowledgeable (probably the owner) and he immediately 

said “we put the wrong motor on the unit”.– Uh Oh again.  Then he said “I’ll mail a new 

motor on Monday”. Even though we told him that we were not Underwoods he didn’t care.  

We managed on Sunday by starting the corn cooker at 0830 and hope to have the new motor 

later in the week.  Ed. Note:  we got the motor and Underwoods installed it — Yea!! 

Day 1 is always the most difficult 

but thanks to Pleasant Valley, Santa 

Paula, Amber’s Light and Conejo 

Valley Lions and Santa Paula Leos 

we survived.    

All but one (Lloyd) in the tent are 

from Santa Paula.   

 16 - 17 March  - Easter Festival   3/9 
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Just when I thought it couldn’t get any worse we got a 
call informing us that the canopy covering our comput-
er equipment blew over and took the equipment with 
it.  Lion Mike charged out to Underwoods to check the 
equipment and arrived just as a downpour occurred so 
he covered the equipment and he an Anthony headed to 
the trailer.  It seems that the equipment survived.  

Let’s hope the Easter bunny doesn’t get run over by a 
tractor and nobody by the name of Grimm gets in.     

 16 -17 March      Easter Festival  4/9 
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23  March   -  Easter Festival   5/9 

We were rained out on Saturday due to an impending storm although a few 

managed to get E-ticket rides through the farm.  Fortunately all were safe! 
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24 March     -  Easter Festival  6/9 

We got the Go for Sunday but the ground 

was muddy and all those who arrived early 

grew several inches as the mud clung to 

their shoes.  We managed to get a couple of 

trucks in with supplies but the ground was 

treacherous.  It was sunny and Underwoods 

started to cover the area with straw so the 

patrons were able to walk the area. The 

biggest problem for us was that the Mr. 

Softee truck couldn’t get in to our area so 

we all suffered Softee withdrawal pains 

throughout the day.   

Although the day started out 

clear the sky started to cloud 

during the morning and we 

kept getting notices of lighten-

ing strikes nearby by mid after-

noon and then notices of thun-

derstorms so we had to start 

shutting down by about 

3:30pm.  Nonetheless it was a 

decent day with almost $6000 

in sales.  

The photos show the transition 

in the weather during the day 

from clear and calm to cloudy and very windy.  Our Lion banners blew over and our tent 

covering the condiments started to move so Lion Mike had the duty of holding it in place.  

Since he had other things to do three of us helped to take it down.   

There is a rain forecast for next weekend potentially starting on Good Friday and lasting 

through Easter Sunday.   
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24 March    - Easter Festival    7/9 

The previous page was a little    
depressing so here are some pho-
tos to cheer you up.  They show 
most of the lions from Pleasant 
Valley, Santa Paula, Amber’s 
Light, Channel Islands and Conejo 
Valley who managed to walk in 
and help throughout the day.    

At right you see what our club 
does best.  Someone has to protect 
our chairs from theft.  Below, lion 
John is waiting “patiently for 
someone to bring him some burg-
ers so he can get started.  Below center, “Suddenly-tall-Brenda” is making sure that Lion 
Lloyd is properly wrapping Bratz.  The S.P. Leo shown center right with Lion Al Learn was 
one of the student speakers shown on pages 18-19 earlier; she is a busy young lady and     
apparently is a talented musician.  

The good news was that we received a new motor for the corn cooker and it dropped the 
time for one revolution from an hour to 28 minutes, just as their manual specified.   
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29 March    - Easter Festival   8/9 

This is our 4th day of the festival and is the only day we cook on Easter weekend.  Under-
woods cancelled Saturday and Easter Sunday due to impending storms (either that or they 
knew that I couldn’t be there those two days).  The sky looked ominous at 7:30am when I 
arrived with supplies but it did get better later in the day.  Fortunately, it didn’t stop the 
crowd because it turned out to be a reasonable day at the farm.   Lion Bill had to untangle a 
rats nest of  cables early but he got it done.   
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29 March    - Easter Festival   9/9 

Normally PV Lions dominate the 
cooking spots outdoors but that was 
not the case.  Everywhere I looked, 
Santa Paula Lions and Leos were 
everywhere. They sure took this     
opportunity to make up for what they 
will lose from Fair Parking.   

Bill and Jennifer Conn were a        
dynamic duo on veggie burgers and 
buns.   

I had a surprise when my grandson 
from Encinitas showed up in the    
afternoon and wanted to work so we 
put him to work as a runner (appropriate since he is miler on the track team).  When we 
were closing up at about 5pm the sky clouded over again and it started to sprinkle but we 
finished the entire day.  We are hoping for a profitable final weekend.   
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• WHY do men's clothes have buttons on the right while women's clothes have buttons on the 
left? 

      BECAUSE: When buttons were invented, they were very expensive and worn primarily by the 
rich. Since most people are right-handed, it is easier to push buttons on the right through holes on 
the left.  Because wealthy women were dressed by maids, dressmakers put the buttons on the maid's 
right!   And that's where women's buttons have remained since. 

• WHY do X's at the end of a letter signify kisses? 

      BECAUSE: In the Middle Ages, when many people were unable to read or write, documents 
were often signed using an X. Kissing the X represented an oath to fulfill obligations specified in 
the document. The X and the kiss eventually became synonymous. 

• WHY is shifting responsibility to someone else called passing the buck'? 

      BECAUSE: In card games, it was once customary to pass an item, called a buck, from player 
to player to indicate whose turn it was to deal.  If a player did not wish to assume the responsibility 
of dealing, he would 'pass the buck' to the next player. 

•  WHY do people clink their glasses before drinking a toast? 

      BECAUSE: In earlier times it used to be common for someone to try to kill an enemy by offer-
ing him a poisoned drink.  To prove to a guest that a drink was safe, it became customary for a 
guest to pour a small amount of his drink into the glass of the host. Both men would drink it simul-
taneously. When a guest trusted his host, he would only touch or clink the host's glass with his own. 

• BIG CHEEKS 

 Bet you don't know "Big cheeks" 

  Big cheeks. A grandson of slaves, a boy was born in a poor neighborhood of New Orleans known 
as the "Back of Town."  His father abandoned the family when the child was an infant. His mother 
became a prostitute and the boy and his sister had to live with their grandmother. 

 Early in life he proved to be gifted for music and with three other kids he sang  in the streets of 
New Orleans.  His first gains were coins that were thrown to them. 

 A Jewish family, Karnofsky, who had emigrated from Lithuania to the USA, had pity for the 7-
year-old boy and brought him into their home. Initially giving 'work' in the house, to feed this hun-
gry child. There he remained and slept in this Jewish family's home where, for the first time in his 
life, he was treated with kindness and tenderness. 

 When he went to bed, Mrs. Karnofsky sang him a Russian lullaby that he would sing with her. Lat-
er, he learned to sing and play several Russian and Jewish songs. 

 Over time, this boy became the adopted son of this family. The Karnofskys gave him money to 
buy his first musical instrument; as was the custom in the Jewish families. 

 They sincerely admired his musical talent. Later, when he became a professional musician and 
composer, he used these Jewish melodies in compositions, such as St. James Infirmary and Go 
Down Moses. 

 The little black boy grew up and wrote a book about this Jewish family who had adopted him in 
1907.  In memory of this family and until the end of his life, he wore a Star of David and said that 
in this family, he had learned "how to live real life and determination" 

 You might recognize his name.  This little boy was called: Louis "Satchmo" Armstrong. 

  Louis Armstrong proudly spoke fluent Yiddish!  And "Satchmo" is Yiddish for "Big Cheeks"!!! 

Odds and Ends 



TALES FROM THE LIONS DEN 

 31 

       19 March   -Board Meeting 

The meeting began with a guest speaker 
from Social Spice Media.  Jonathan Bor-
ing who was anything but boring, pre-
sented a proposal to raise awareness of 
our club to the community by Leveraging 
Social Media. We have a PV website and 
a Facebook page but they are used pri-
marily by our club and others in our dis-
trict.  We need a more effective way of 
expanding our reach.   

After Mr. Boring left we discussed his 
proposal and Pres. Victor recommended 
that we wait a while to assess the effec-
tiveness of the new district marketing 
strategy that is soon to be implemented.  
Victor is a member of the district market-
ing board and both he and DG Rich are 
enthusiastic about the new process.  The board recommended that we wait to see if this new 
strategy is effective but we shouldn’t wait too long.   

Donations 

• Bumble Bee Pediatric Cancer golf fundraiser:  $1500 for two foursomes.   

• Daisy Lu Ranch Dog Rescue:  $1200 to support purchase of a flatbed trailer.  They res-
cue old and infirm dogs.  

• Scholarships: The board approved up to 4 $5000 scholarships distributed to Camarillo, 
Rio Mesa, Ace and Frontier high schools for either college or technical school.   

Upcoming Events 

• Melvin Jones Recognition  - Carpinteria  - April 4 

• Annual Ronald MacDonald walk for kids  - April 21 

• District Convention—Buellton  - May 3 

• Lions City of Hope Tribute Day  - May 19 

Thank You:    

• Lions Club International 

• Boys & Girls Club of Camarillo 
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 Thanks from:  Lions Clubs International Foundation 
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Thanks from:  Boys & Girls Club of Camarillo 
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Thanks from:   Camarillo Community Band 
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Lion Tom’s Humor    Page “34”  35 
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BumbleBee Gift Bags 

Lion Chris Graham asked our club to stuff 50 gift 

bags for childhood cancer patients and we were happy 

to oblige. Chris and George showed up early prior to 

the start of our meeting and got things organized.  

When Lions started to show up they immediately got 

in line to stuff the bags.  It didn’t take very long to 

complete the job.  Chris said that Amber’s Light and 

Leos also stuffed 50 bags each so she has a total of 

150 bags to distribute.   

What a great way to start a 

meeting! 

26 March    Regular Meeting  1/5 
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26 March    Regular Meeting  2/5 

Guest Speaker 

Captain Christine Healy: The slide show that she brought malfunc-
tioned so she gave her talk from the podium and nobody was dis-
appointed.  She has an incredible history in sailing and everyone 
was engaged.  Victor suggested a sailing experience for the club 
and most of the club agreed.  She had me when she mentioned 
Mystic Seaport because we lived close by in Stonington for half a 
year and drove through Mystic on my way to work in New Lon-
don.  Mystic is a beautiful seaport.   
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26 March    Regular Meeting  3/5 

We had a better turnout than the last few meetings, perhaps we are moving in the right direc-
tion.  Let’s keep it up.   

DG Rich encouraged all to attend the District Convention in May. There will be a food fest 
and we will participate.  We will also have a hospitality room on Friday.   

Lion Bob announced an upcoming tree planting—dates TBD.  

Lion Russ discussed the BBQ at Rancho Campana and 3 upcoming  
contract BBQ’s (wings over 
Camarillo, COSMOS and ??).  
He also announced the up-
coming B&G club gala. 

Lion Bruce informed the club 
that Sat and Sun of Easter 
weekend at Underwoods is 
cancelled and mentioned that 
we were light the last week-
end  -  SP Leos filled in.    

Bulletin anteed up for his 
granddaughter being accepted 
to Physicians Asst. School. 
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26 March    Regular Meeting   4/5 

Tail Twisting 

No tails were twisted but we made lots of happy bucks. It all started with DG Rich tossing in 
$20 celebrating that he only has 3 months to go.  We should be paying him for his effort on 
the part of the district. Lion Sheri is remodeling her house so I don’t understand why she has 
any cash to spare:  Lion Joe’s 5 yr old grandson drove a snow mobile:  Russ tossed in cash 
because he won’t be seeing us for a few weeks after back surgery - we should have tossed in 
some cash thanking him;  Mike paid up for our effort at the Easter Fest; Lloyd paid “Just 
Cause” as did lion Bill Conn; I have no idea why Wim and Walt paid but we appreciate the 
donation; as usual Victor tossed in some cash.    

Raffles 

 50/50 

• Lion Jack 

• Lion Missy 

• Lion Missy again.  

 Bean Pot 

• Lion Mike:  The pot was only $18 with 15 blue marbles  but Mike picked and entered the 
long line of Losers when he picked blue.  The Pot Grows! 
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26 March    Regular Meeting   5/5 

Before the meeting starts many congregate at the bar but have to get 
through Lloyd and Russ for drink and raffle tickets.  Lions Artie and Joe 
have been handling bar duties for quite a while and do a great job.   

Lion Mike wanted to make dinner a little simpler so he got his friends at 
Toppers Pizza to help with dinner.  I had no idea that there were that many 
pizza options. It was accompanied by salad and antipasto that Chet is 
sampling.  Mike thanked his crew of Chet, Jan, Kerry and Anthony. 

Hillary must have been hungry based on all the pizza photos he provided.   
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Robert Frost ... 

• Frost dropped college twice  

• His first poem was sold for $15  

• He wrote 'The Road Not Taken' as a private joke  

• First poet to read at the presidential inauguration  

• Four out of six of his children died  

• He received four Pulitzers for his works 

 

                               The Road Not Taken 

 26  March 1874   Robert Frost is born 
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Pot Pourri from Secretary John 

**** 

Please check out the attached flyer re-
garding next month's Environmental 
Awareness Dinner. 

Be sure to print out the flyer, read it 
thoroughly, then crumple it up and toss 
it directly to the ground...OK, OK...just 
a little environmental unawareness hu-
mor....  OK, very little.  

Happy now? 

***** 

While not from Sec. John I want-

ed to   ensure you that Conejo 

Peak is no longer erupting.    

It is safe to  return home.   

***** 
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March 2024 Birthdays 

         Happy Birthday Month 

           Good for ONE drink at the bar 

 Horoscope: Aries  - Taurus 
• Aries use guns to describe philosophical concepts.  

• Whether you live in a palatial estate or a cardboard tepee, you will insist until death that it is 
exactly what you always wanted.  

• Most Aries were concrete parking bumpers in at least two of their past lives.  

• Aries are never born. They skip gaily from their mothers' wombs. This may even involve 
rollerblades.  

• Taureans love happy movies where everyone is jolly and having fun, but they fight with 
waiters and get upset with billboards.  

• You are brooding emotion incarnate. One minute you're up, the next you're down, the next 
you've shot your favorite newscaster in the kneecaps, "just 'cuz.".  

• You're very earthy, which may mean that you don't shower as often as most people. Or it 
may just mean that you like to roll around with your nose in clover and sigh.  

• They like to psychoanalyze their friends but have no real experience with life in general.  

Martinez Victor 4/9 

Morgan Mike 4/9 

Wetter William "Joe" 4/8 

Nunez Mike 4/22 
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Comics 
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6 April   -  A little help to our Ventura friends 
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7 April   -  Melvin Jones Recognition Luncheon 
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More Comics 
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Apr-May-Jun   -  MD4 Project Care 
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14April   -  Lions Camp at Teresita Pines Gala 
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20 April  -  Boys and Girls Club Annual Gala 
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21 April   -  McDonald Walk for Kids 
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22 April   -  Environmental Awareness Dinner  (Amber’s Light) 
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24 April   -  Spring Forward Gala 
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Juli Osa Fullerton 

juli@SearchDogFoundation.org 

8053178903 

 

Search Dog Foundation Community Service Open House Event - May 4, 2024 I 

send warm greetings from the National Disaster Search Dog Foundation (SDF) 

and information about a special event happening on May 4. Our 125-acre train-

ing facility is nestled in the Ventura Foothills, and we often have regional com-

munity service groups that reach out to learn more about our activities. Nothing 

can quite compare to visiting in person to grasp the scale and unique work of our 

operations, and they often ask about tours after a presentation.  

On May 4, we are hosting a Community Service Open House event (no entry 

fee), exclusively for groups like yours, with the first entry time at 10am and final 

closing of our gates at 2pm. There are 55 groups on our initial outreach list, and 

we are trying to determine a group’s initial interest before setting the number of 

reservation spots per group. We need to stay within our physical capacity limita-

tions and anticipate some groups may decline because they are further away or 

their members will be unable or not interested in attending on the day. Would 

you and/or any of your members be interested in attending this event?  

This link to our event webpage provides more details about the event and in-

cludes a short video in the section titled: Things to Know Before you Go. https://

www.searchdogfoundation.org/open-house-2024/ If any of your members would 

like to attend, please email me at juli@searchdogfoundation.org, by February 18 

with the name and contact information to whom we should send further infor-

mation about registering for the event. We look forward to hearing from you and 

the chance to welcome you to our campus!  

 

Best regards, 

JuliJuli Osa FullertonPhilanthropy 

4 May    Search Dog Foundation Open House Event 
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4 May   -  Ventura Lupus Walk 
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19 May    City of Hope Tribute Day 
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June 21-25, 2024   - Lions International Convention 

https://www.mcisemi.com/
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Veterinarian Humor????   Who knew! 
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2nd Vice President– Bob Larson 

Lion Burgers Russ White & Jan Edmondson 

Visitations Lloyd Christie 

BBQ Trailer & Equipment  Bruce Jochums & Mike Nunez 

Raffles Russ White & Bob Taylor 

5K-1K Race Mike Brown 

Special BBQ's Bruce Jochums & Mike Nunez 

3rd Vice President– John Knittle 

Kids Shopping  George Graham 

Club Bulletin  Bob Taylor 

Harvest Festival  Bruce Jochums 

Easter Festival   Bruce Jochums 

Badges/Pins/Banners  Mike Nunez 

Sight &Hearing  Russ White 

Fair Parking  Bill Schulze 

Web site /IT  George Graham 

Public Relations  John Fraser 

Club Greeter  OPEN 

 PV  Lions Committees   2023-24 

1st Vice President    - Bruce Jochums 

Finance & Budget 
 Bill S., Rich C., Russ W., Victor M., Mike N., Mike M.,   
John Fraser, Bruce Jochums 

Community Betterment  John Fraser 

Cook Lead 1st qtr.  Bruce Jochums 

Cook Lead 2nd qtr.  Chet  Price 

Cook Lead 3rd qtr.  Mike Nunez 

Cook Lead 4th qtr.  Kerry Forsythe 

Bar 1st qtr.  Art Mansfield Jr. and Joe Flores 

Bar 2nd qtr.  Art Mansfield Jr. and Joe Flores 

Bar 3rd qtr.  Art Mansfield Jr. and Joe Flores 

Bar 4th qtr.  Art Mansfield Jr. and Joe Flores 

District Contests  Lloyd Christie and Russ White 

Photographer  Hillary Ling & Bob Taylor 

Christmas Float  Bruce Jochums, Mike Nunez, Kerry Forsythe 

Student Speaker Contest  Dick Bellman and Kim Stephenson 

Meeting Programs  Bruce Jochums 

Scholarships  George Graham, Russ White, John Fraser, OPEN 

Membership Chair  Mike Nunez 

Club Service Chair  Russ White 

Peace Poster  Dan Goldberg 

Sight & Hearing  Russ White, Bob Taylor 

Public Relations John Fraser 

Club Bulletin Bob Taylor 

S.W.O.T. Victor Martinez 
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PV Lions Roster Feb 2024 

Last Name First Name Home Phone Cell Phone Email Spouse 

Aeder Marv 482-9416   marvaeder@yahoo.com Char 

Baker Richard  657-203-7697 bakerre1944@gmail.com   

Bellman Richard "Dick" 484-1534 805-368-0067 dbellman28@gmail.com Sharon 

Berry John "Jack"   805 321-0232 kasialor45@iclaud.com   

Bourdeau Robert 484-1500 805-479-4432 bbourdeau6@verizon.net Christine 

Brand Walter  386-3643 805-506-1047 captwaldo@earthlink.net Brenda 

Brown Michael 987-4272   mjbelectric@att.net Susan 

Brown Lee 389-3101   leemac1936@gmail.com   

Carlson Cody   805-603-0869 gurus99@aol.com Keily 

Castleberry Bill   360 852-6827 bcast75@yahoo.com Angie 

Cervantes  Richard  482-6346  805-443-0474 rcervan411@aol.com Mary Jo 

Christie Lloyd 386-4902 805-233-4131 christie3416@roadrunner.com   

Clarke Sheri  805-340-1747 SheriClarke83@icloud.com Jeff 

Clementi Paul 641-2056   Samsementi1@gmail.com   

Conn Bill 987-7955 805-504-6693 bconn104@gmail.com Jennifer 

DeBardas Thomas "Tom"  805-407-8491 t.debardas@yahoo.com   

Dellanina Gino 805 479 9372   alfreddellanina@gmail.com  Betty 

Eberts Jack 805 504-6976   jacke25@verizon.net Jo 

Erwin John   805 491-9822      barranca5@hotmail.com Karen 

Feder Alan   320-2858 feder.alan@gmail.com Nancy 

Flores Joe 805=482-2251 805-377 1939 joe2golf@outlook.com Maria 

Forsythe Kerry 805 389-0886 805-405-5815 kaforsythe@verizon.net Paula 

Fraser John 987-3538 805 377-9277 jcfraser60@gmail.com Karen 

Goldberg Daniel    805-940-5632 daniel@baisins.com Erin 

Graham Jr George 647-1601 818-416-7721 georgeg536@aol.com Chris 

Grimes Jr Gregory 482-8021   draftgreg@hotmail.com Lisa 

Hamor Gerry 388-4791 805-402-3307 ghamor1@verizon.net Gloria 

Hellstrom Richard   818-292-6637 Hellweazel@gmail.com Anne-Marie 

Hohenwarter Joseph    805-701-2154 
hohenwart-

er.lawyer@verizon.net 
Phoebe 

Jochums Bruce 805 443-7474   brucesbarbeque@gmail.com Ellen 

Johansson Eric 805 482-4753   esjohansson@hotmail.com   

mailto:marvaeder@yahoo.com
mailto:bakerre1944@gmail.com
mailto:dbellman28@gmail.com
mailto:kasialor45@iclaud.com
mailto:captwaldo@earthlink.net
mailto:leemac1936@gmail.com
mailto:gurus99@aol.com
mailto:bcast75@yahoo.com
mailto:SheriClarke83@icloud.com
mailto:bconn104@gmail.com
mailto:alfreddellanina@gmail.com
mailto:barranca5@hotmail.com
mailto:feder.alan@gmail.com
mailto:joe2golf@outlook.com
mailto:jcfraser60@gmail.com
mailto:daniel@basins.com
mailto:draftgreg@hotmail.com
mailto:brucesbarbeque@gmail.com


TALES FROM THE LIONS DEN 

 63 

PV Lions Roster  Feb 2024 

Last Name First Name Home Phone Cell Phone Email Spouse 

Kildee Kevin  482-2934 805-630-9814 kevinkildee2@verizon.net Janet 

Knittle John 482-1297 805-630-9814 jpknittle@aol.com Paula 

Larson Robert "Bob" 805 419-4028   RobertLarson15330@gmail.com   

Ling Hillary 386-4188 805-216-6599 hhlingdds@gmail.com Stella 

Linz Cindy 805 910 0209   cindyhappy70@gmail.com Steve 

Mansfield Jr Arthur "Art"   805-216-2833 artmansfield@yahoo.com Bobbie 

Martinez Victor 340-3262   vlmartinez1@yahoo.com   

Mc Nutt Neale 482-2356 805-432-1254 nmcnutt24@gmail.com Sue 

Mingay Donald 805 437-6900   themingays@yahoo.com Carole 

Moore Robert "Bob" 485-2136 805-750-9294 rmoore321@roadrunner.com Evie 

Morgan Michael  573-2058   
mdmorgan47@hotmail.com> 

mdmorgan47@gmail.com 
Donna 

Nunez Jan 647-1601 805-795-0825 jan.edmondson1@gmail.com Mike 

Nunez Mike 482-2858 805-535-5234 MikeN@calavo.com Jan 

Price Chet 484-2211 805-657-9900 CP.Coins@verizon.net     Christiana 

Rains Ted 484-3777   rainsted@msn.com Val 

Ramirez Lorenzo 805-485-5608 805 890 1596 lorenzoramirez33@icloud.com   

Rapose Joel 987-1750   joelrapose@frontier.com Susan 

Ruiz Lucy 526-2058       

Santiesteban Louie 310-921-7732 818-968-1858 lelos1@yahoo.com Leticia 

Scherer Karl 484-1519 805-844-7916     

Schulze William "Bill" 386-8088 805-427-0764 wschu60505@aol.com Ginger 

Seidler Donald 987-0917 805-443-7764 donmillie@roadrunner.com Mille 

Seidler David 491-2599 805-402-5188 daveseidler34@gmail.com Debby 

Smith Gerald "GK" 482 4552 805 312-0342 smithgk7@yahoo.com Carol 

Smith Merleen 529-5659   trainey963@gmail.com   

Smith Rochelle 802-0139   chasinkids@hotmail.com   

Stayron Joe  805=365=7394 j1855s@gmail.com Missy 

Stayton Missy   805-368-4940 mstayakers@gmail.com Joe 

Steinmetz Greg   805-815-9038 greg@steinmetzfamily.net   

Stephenson Kim   805 231-2733 Kimstep@rocketmail.com Dave 

Taylor Robert "Bob"   805 910-9912 robert.taylor1661@verizon.net Joanna 

Taylor Frank 482-4843   eagle.frank@verizon.net Betty 

Tennessen Dave   805754-4320 Tennessend@gmail.com    

True Daniel "Dan" 482-1198 805-612-2448 truedg1@gmail.com Paddy 

Wetter William "Joe" 987-8236 805-796-8236 thewetters@msn.com Arline 

White Russell 482-0147 805 630-4098 russdalew@verizon.net Dale 

Zwinkels Wim 981-0010 805-276-8692 wzwinkels@aol.com Yoke 

mailto:RobertLarson15330@gmail.com
mailto:hhlingdds@gmail.com
mailto:cindyhappy70@gmail.com
mailto:artmansfield@yahoo.com
mailto:vlmartinez1@yahoo.com
mailto:nmcnutt24@gmail.com
mailto:themingays@yahoo.com
mailto:mdmorgan47@hotmail.com%3E
mailto:jan.edmonson1@gmail.com
mailto:CP.Coins@verizon.net
mailto:rainsted@msn.com
mailto:lorenzoramirez33@icloud.com
mailto:lelos1@yahoo.com
mailto:donmillie@roadrunner.com
mailto:greg@steinmetzfamily.net
mailto:Kimstep@rocketmail.com
mailto:robert.taylor2014@verizon.net
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Historical Dates in April 

April 15, 1912   

Four days into the ship's journey from 

Southampton, England, to New York 

City, the Titanic collided with an ice-

berg off the coast of Newfoundland on 

the night of April 14, 1912. The 882.5-

foot-long ship disappeared beneath the 

ocean in the early hours of April 15, 

1912, at about 2:20 a.m.  

April 19, 1775 – September 3, 1783 

The Revolutionary War was a war     

unlike any other—one of ideas and   

ideals, that shaped “the course of human 

events.” With 165 principal engage-

ments from 1775-1783, the Revolution-

ary War was the catalyst for American 

independence.  

April 24, 1800 

The Library of Congress was estab-

lished by Congress with an appropria-

tion of five thousand dollars, as the gov-

ernment prepared to move from Phila-

delphia to the new capital city of Wash-

ington.  

April 30, 1789 

The first inauguration of George Washington as 

the first president of the United States was held  on 

the balcony of Federal Hall in New York City, 

New York. The inauguration was held nearly two 

months after the beginning of the first four-year 

term of George Washington as president.  

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=00520ed6624bb107&sxsrf=ACQVn0_uu1xT8T8HqlJutYJbpNs607SFNA:1709485392630&q=Washington,+DC&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3KMowy37EaMwt8PLHPWEprUlrTl5jVOHiCs7IL3fNK8ksqRQS42KDsnikuLjgmngWsfKFJxZnZOall-Tn6

